Diagnosis of narcissistic self-esteem regulation in patients with factitious illness (Munchausen syndrome).
A quantitative taxonomy for the identification of patients with narcissistic pathology and with borderline personality disorders based on test results is presented. The quantitative identification of these subgroups was produced using a Q-factor analysis. Based on the correlation of the subjects by means of the 241 questions from the narcissistic inventory of Deneke and Müller [27], three subgroups could be defined. Two of these groups exhibited a pathology of the self-system which corresponded to the pathology described by Kernberg [24] for narcissistic and borderline personality disorders. The third group is characterized by reduced observable self-pathology traits from the narcissistic inventory. By means of the reclassification of these three taxonomical groups with the discriminant analysis, two discriminant functions could be calculated, using the weighting of the single test scales for a classification of new patients. These classification functions were used to examine 18 patients suffering from factitious disorders. The evaluation of test profiles with the reduced narcissistic inventory of Deneke and Müller [11] in order to identify the three taxonomical groups showed that 9 patients (50%) had a borderline personality disorder and 6 patients (33%) a narcissistic personality disorder, while 3 patients (17%) could be assigned to the subgroup without self-pathology. In summary, 83% of the examined patients with factitious disorders exhibited a disorder in self-regulation. The previous clinical observations of self-regulation for patients with factitious disorders could thus be confirmed. It becomes clear that different high levels of disorder in self-regulation (position in the sphere of the discriminant function) correspond to varying degrees of prognostic significance.